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864 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

Wood's experience in the Indian wars, his struggles with red tape 
and inefficiency before and during the Spanish War, his work as an 
administrator in Cuba and in the Philippines, his thorough studies 
of the military policies and methods of foreign nations, his conferences 
with men like Lord Roberts and Lord Cromer, all helped to make him 
a great carrier and exponent of efficient patriotic service. Most of us 
now see that he and Roosevelt were profoundly and thoroughly and 
comprehensively right in the stand that they took on preparedness; 
and the country owes a great debt to both these men. Yet when, on 
his return from a visit to the French front in 191 7, General Wood 
asked to be reinstated in his command of the Eighty-ninth Division 
and sent abroad, his request was refused. 

A Golden Age of Authors. By William W. Ellsworth. New 
York: Houghton Mifflin Company. 

For a bookish man there is keen pleasure in reading such reminis- 
censes as Mr. Ellsworth has furnished. There is delight in simply 
being in the literary atmosphere which pervades his pages. Connected 
with the Century Magazine throughout its career and with its pre- 
decessor, Scribner's Monthly, from its founding in 1870 to its Renam- 
ing as The Century in 1881, Mr. Ellsworth has been closely in touch 
with American men and women of letters through a long period. 
What one principally treasures in his account is the impression that it 
gives of unaffected gentility, of high-mindedness and of right-minded- 
ness, in those who built up our periodical literature. 

The number of great literary personalities that figure in this book 
justifies the title : Stevenson, Stockton, Helen Hunt Jackson, Warner, 
Cable, Howells, Bret Harte, John Hay, Noah Brooks, Walt Whitman 
— one could fill a page with the names alone. If you are not interested 
in the older authors, you can read of Jack London and H. G. Wells. 
The reader will learn many curious things. He will find out in what 
manner many now famous authors, from Mary Wilkins to Charles D. 
Stewart, author of The Fugitive Blacksmith, were " discovered "; and 
how Ben Hur and other masterpieces nearly failed of publication. 

The stories in this book are in general slight and casual; but they 
are all unhackneyed, and they have a quality of their own : the slightest 
of them is a revelation of character. When all is said, however, the 
most distinctive feature of the book is not its presentation of celebrities. 
If one had to choose between the stories of those already much written 
about and the author's accounts of persons notable enough in their 
way but much less widely and directly known to the world, one would 
unhesitatingly choose the latter. Much to be prized are the glimpses 
one gets in these pages of Timothy Cole, the engraver, of William 
Carey, of blessed memory, of Theodore DeVinne, founder of the De- 
Vinne Press. In real human value the author's reminiscences of these 
and some others exceed even such familiar and authentic memories as 
those of Richard Watson Gilder and Hopkinson Smith. 



